CERTI FI CATI ON OF ENROLLMENT

HOUSE BI LL 2788

Chapter 85, Laws of 1998

55th Legislature
1998 Regul ar Sessi on

NURSI NG ASSI STANT TRAI NI NG

EFFECTI VE DATE:

Passed by the House February 10, 1998
Yeas 96 Nays O

CLYDE BALLARD

Speaker of the
House of Representatives

Passed by the Senate March 3, 1998
Yeas 48 Nays O

BRAD OWEN

6/ 11/ 98

CERTI FI CATE

I, Timothy A. Martin, Chief Cerk of
the House of Representatives of the
St at e of Washi ngton, do hereby certify
that the attached is HOUSE BILL 2788
as passed by t he House of
Representatives and the Senate on the
dates hereon set forth.

TI MOTHY A. MARTIN

Presi dent of the Senate

Approved March 20, 1998

GARY LOCKE

Governor of the State of Washi ngton

Chief derk
FI LED

March 20, 1998 - 5:09 p.m

Secretary of State
State of Washi ngton



[ —

©O© 00 N o 0o b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

HOUSE BI LL 2788

Passed Legislature - 1998 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Backlund, Cody, Dyer and Kenney
Read first time 01/20/98. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to nursing assistant training; and anendi ng RCW
74. 39A. 050.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 74.39A. 050 and 1997 ¢ 392 s 209 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The departnent’s systemof quality inprovenent for |long-termcare
services shall use the follow ng principles, consistent with applicable
federal |aws and regul ations:

(1) The system shall be client-centered and pronote privacy,
i ndependence, dignity, choice, and a hone or hone-1ike environnment for
consuners consistent with chapter 392, Laws of 1997.

(2) The goal of the systemis continuous quality inprovenent with
the focus on consuner satisfaction and outcones for consuners. This
i ncludes that when conducting |icensing inspections, the departnent
shal | interviewan appropri ate percentage of residents, famly nenbers,
resi dent managers, and advocates in addition to interview ng providers
and staff.
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(3) Providers should be supported in their efforts to inprove
quality and address identified problens initially through training,
consul tation, technical assistance, and case nmanagenent.

(4) The enphasi s shoul d be on probl emprevention both in nonitoring
and in screening potential providers of service.

(5) Monitoring should be outcone based and responsive to consuner
conplaints and a clear set of health, quality of care, and safety
standards that are easily understandabl e and have been nmade avail abl e
to providers.

(6) Pronmpt and specific enforcenment renedies shall also be
i npl enent ed wi t hout del ay, pursuant to RCW74. 39A 080, RCW70.128. 160,
chapter 18.51 RCW or chapter 74.42 RCW for providers found to have
delivered care or failed to deliver care resulting in problens that are
serious, recurring, or uncorrected, or that create a hazard that is

causing or likely to cause death or serious harm to one or nore
resi dents. These enforcenent renedies my also include, when
appropriate, reasonable conditions on a contract or license. In the

sel ection of renedies, the safety, health, and wel | -being of residents
shal | be of paranount inportance.

(7) To the extent funding is available, all long-termcare staff
directly responsible for the care, supervision, or treatnment of
vul nerabl e persons should be screened through background checks in a
uniformand tinely manner to ensure that they do not have a crim nal
history that would disqualify them from working wth vul nerable
persons. Wenever a state conviction record check is required by state
| aw, persons may be enpl oyed or engaged as vol unteers or independent
contractors on a conditional basis according to |law and rul es adopted
by the departnent.

(8) No provider or staff, or prospective provider or staff, with a
stipulated finding of fact, conclusion of law, an agreed order, or
finding of fact, conclusion of law, or final order issued by a
disciplining authority, a court of law, or entered into a state
registry finding himor her guilty of abuse, neglect, exploitation, or
abandonment of a mnor or a vulnerable adult as defined in chapter
74. 34 RCWshal |l be enployed in the care of and have unsupervi sed access
to vul nerabl e adults.

(9) Under existing funds the departnent shall establish internally
a quality inprovenent standards conmttee to nonitor the devel opnent of
st andards and to suggest nodifications.
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(10) Wthin existing funds, the departnent shall design, devel op,
and inplement a long-term care training program that is flexible
relevant, and qualifies towards the requirements for a nursing
assistant certificate as established under chapter 18.88A RCW This
subsection does not require conpletion of the nursing assistant
certificate training program by providers or their staff. The |ong-
termcare teaching curriculummust consist of a fundanmental nodul e, or
nodul es, and a range of other avail abl e rel evant training nodul es that
provi de the caregiver with appropriate options that assist in neeting
the resident’s care needs. Sone of the training nodul es may incl ude,
but are not limted to, specific training on the special care needs of

persons with devel opnental disabilities, denentia, nental illness, and
the care needs of the elderly. No less than one training nodul e nust
be dedicated to workplace violence prevention. The nursing care
qgual ity assurance comm ssi on shall work together with the departnent to
develop the curriculum nodules ((and)). The nursing care quality
assurance comm ssion shall direct the nursing assistant training

prograns to accept sone or all of the skills and conpetencies fromthe
curricul um nodul es ((heur—for—heur)) towards neeting the requirenents
for a nursing assistant certificate as defined in chapter 18. 88A RCW
A process may be developed to test persons conpleting nodules froma
caregiver’'s class to verify that they have the transferable skills and
conpetencies for entry into a nursing assistant training program The
departnment may review whether facilities can develop their own rel ated
| ong-termcare training prograns. The departnent may devel op a review
process for determ ning what previous experience and training my be
used to wai ve sone or all of the mandatory training. The departnent of
social and health services and the nursing care quality assurance
conm ssion _shall work together to develop an inplenentation plan by
Decenber 12, 1998.

Passed the House February 10, 1998.

Passed the Senate March 3, 1998.

Approved by the Governor March 20, 1998.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 20, 1998.
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